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Generic vs Brand

What is the difference between a generic and a brand-name medication?
Not much, except for the name and price. The products contain the same active ingredients. Generics,
however, may cost between 20 to 60 % less than the cost of the brand-name medication.

How can I get a generic medication?

Request a generic medication when talking with your doctor about your prescription(s). And you can
always remind your pharmacist that you want a generic rather than the brand-name medication before they
fill your prescription.

Why do generic and brand-name medications have different names?
Generic medications are called by their chemical name, while brand names are assigned by the
manufacturer and generally have a trademark.

Are new brand-name medications better than older generics? Aren’t generic medications inferior?
Many new medications come to the market annually; however, new does not always mean better. In many
situations, generics remain the medications of choice. Also, generics have a longer safety record than
newer medications. Finally, price does NOT reflect quality for generic or brand-name medications. Since
generic medications generally sell for less than brand-name medications, they are falsely considered inferior
to their brand-name counterparts.

Do all brand-name medications have generic equivalents?

No. Some medications are protected by patent and are manufactured by only one company. Generic
versions are available only after the patent expires (in about 20 years), and often at a lower price.
Current estimates suggest that about half the medications on the market are available in a generic form.

Does the FDA review and approve generics the same way they do brand-name medications?
Yes. Before the FDA will approve a generic for distribution, it must be generically and therapeutically
equivalent to the brand-name counterpart.

That means it must:

- Have the same active ingredients, strength, and dosage form (tablet, liquid, injection, etc).

- Meet FDA specifications for quality, purity and potency for the approved indications and
conditions of use.

Are brand-name medications made in more modern facilities than generic medications?

No. Both brand-name and generic medication facilities must meet the same good manufacturing processes
standards required by the FDA. Both brand and generics manufacturing facilities are inspected and
approved by the FDA. Generic firms have facilities comparable to those of brand-name firms. In fact,
brand-name firms account for the production of an estimated 50 percent of generic medications. They
frequently make copies of their own or other brand-name medications but sell them as a generic.

If brand-name medications and generic medications have the same active ingredients, why do they
look different?

In the United States, trademark laws do not allow a generic medication to look exactly like the brand-name
medication. However, a generic medication must duplicate the active ingredient. Colors, flavors and
certain other inactive ingredients may be different.




Why are generic medications less expensive?

One of the main reasons generic medications are less expensive is because generic manufacturers don’t
have the initial investment costs of the original developer: including patent protection, research,
development, marketing and promotion. Because generic manufacturers don’t have the same development
costs and they have little to no advertising costs, so they can sell their products at substantial discounts.

What if I have a question about how my medication is classified (as a brand or generic?)

If you have a question about whether a medication is classified correctly as a brand (or generic), please call
the number on the back of your insurance card and we will thoroughly research your question. We will
review information from the FDA, the pharmaceutical manufacturer, and your pharmacy if necessary. We
will use that information to determine whether the medication is a brand or generic.

Are members notified when a product changes from brand to generic or generic to brand?

No. The pharmaceutical market is dynamic - products come and go, and sometimes come back on the
market slightly modified (different packaging, different inactive ingredients). These changes can lead to a
change in the classification of a product. Additionally since many medications are commonly discontinued
or you get a different product from another pharmacy (same medication, but different manufacturer), we
cannot predict which members are actively taking a product when a change in product classification occurs.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Most people believe that if something costs more it has to be better quality. In the case of generic
drugs, this is not true. The standards for quality are the same for brand-name and generic products but
generics provide the best value.

Note: Since many medication options are available, our physicians and pharmacists developed this to provide you with
information about the available alternatives, as well as potential advantages and lack of advantages of the various products.
This medication summary was developed based upon an evaluation of information from the US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), scientific studies, and input from practicing doctors and specialists.

PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGEMENT

www.regencerx.com

©2006. RegenceRx. All Rights Reserved. Lit 8208 5/06





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


